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2 0 AUG 1975 


MEMORAMSUM FOR: 
¥I:A : 
SUBJECT : 


Th® Eevieif Staff 


B®p«ty sjfirector for A4miiilstr«tlo» 


SeaEte Select Cois>aittee Request 
CARTI CHOKl/BRGOT) 


1* Refereace is aade to s previous aeaoraadiia fre« 
the director ©f Secarity, saate subject, which forwaraeJ 
certain docaaents froa the Office of Security unnuabered file 
entitled **EWiQT* as requested by Mr. Harwell of tbe Senate 
Select Coawittee Staff. 


2» As indicated in reference, two of tnose docu«eats 
reqtuested by Mr. Maxwell are Third Agency aateriai. Thro© 
copies of these tw© Third Agency docuaeiits are forwarded 
herewith, consisting of one ©epartaeat of State doctuaeat 
and one Bepartaent of Ar«y docuaoat. 


25X1 A 


Robert w. Casbino 
Biroctor of Security 


Att 


25X1 K 


distribution: 

Orig A 2 - Addressee 

I - Sd/A w/o att 


1 

1 

1 

1 


OS/PSI/SAG/T 


D/Security w/o att 
OS Registry w/o att 
SAG w/att 
DD/PS I w/att 

I bp (19 August 1975) 
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Sicu^iin iuFC;u'f-nOii 


Acting Chief, TG/sO I 9 Jantiary 1952 

THRU: Reports Control/SO 
Acting Chief, Inforaiatlon Branch, SI 

\ 

Bhlpment of Ergot of Rye or Phenol Crystals to Hungary. DAS #1507 
Refcrencei State Despatch, Antwerp #109, dated 19 September 1951 


1. Attached for your inforrntlon is a thennoprtnt of reference 
despatch which ve discussed a short tine ago and which you agreed 
to accept for action. 

2. We request that, if possible, the materlai, that vras sbij?ped 
bo positively identified, i.e,, was it actiially ergot of I'y*/ phenol 
crystals or some other eubgtance. 

3. II it is ascertained that the mterial shipped was ergot, 
the following Inforiaatloa la requested: 

a. Original British GO\irce of the raaterlal. 

. b. Destination of the shipment in Hungary. . 
c. Intended end use of the ergot in Hungary. 

it. We 'would also appreciate being Informed of any evidoape 
of accelerated movement of ergot from Western Europe to Iron Curtain 
coimtileB. 

t 

5* reply, please refer to HAS #1507« 
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SOVIET BLOC ACQUISITION OF EinOT AND ERGOT DERIVATIVES MAY HAVE OiJ 

SKiirOlCARCEt 


CIA 

9 Jul $2 
Confidential 

raw, unprocessed ergot are 


The Polish People are be5jng urged by 
radio to collect ergot and send it 
to the provincial ergot-buying officer 
becauso ’’considorablo quantities of 
needed in a certain che.u5.cal process*" 


further that: 


In other reports it has been stated 


1, The Soviets purchased from Sapdoz, 
a Swiss drug manufacturing co:q5any in Basel, a sufficient quantity 
of an ergot derivative for 50,000,(X)0 normal doses* 


2* Portuguese agents have canvassed 
Spain purchasing large amounts of ergot at very hifdi prices for 
shipneiit behind the "Iron CJurtain" ..thTOU^Ji Portuguese ports* 


3* Hungary purchased 35 tons o 
ergot from Belgium through Central inpex* 




Ctorament 


The subject infor- 


mation, liiich is considered true, plus reports freia various otlier 
dources of numerous large and small purchases of ergot and its 
derivatives by the Satellites throughout the world, confirm the 
notable interest of the Soviet Bloc in these substances* From ei^ot, 
a fungus disease of rye, other cereals, and wild grasses, there Is 
obtained a valuable drug used for controlling hemorfhage, for “ ' 
uterine contraction, ' and for numerfiais other important medical' 
purposes* ■ 


25X1 


It is pointed out, however, that 

ergot is also an effective mental confusion agent and has been con- 
sidered, therefore, as a possible CW material* The above reports 
strengthen the probability that the Sbviets are processing ergot 
for military as well as medicinal purposes, 25X1 
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